Friday Projects
Guidelines
Friday projects are intended for all students to teach the skills of writing and working with independent projects.  It is part of an integrated approach to help students understand differentiation and the value of having some independence in learning.
Directions
1. The program is scheduled for a 30 minute block in the library on Fridays.

2. Students are encouraged to choose a topic of interest.

3. Each student must write an independent proposal.

a. Topic

b. Questions to be answered

c. Resources (how many)

d. Include a conference with the librarian

e. Presentation Plan

4. Each student must create a planning calendar.

5. Each project must include a grading rubric.

Forms
1. Friday Project Proposal
2. Last Friday Report
3. Planning Calendar
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 PROPOSAL                                    Student Name

Project Title:______________________________ Date:__________

Getting Started

Briefly describe the topic of your project.  What specifically are you going to study?

_______________________________________________________
 

_______________________________________________________

Finding Information

What questions about your topic are you going to answer?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Resources

How many resources will you use?  ________________

List the resources you will use to find information about your topic.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· I have had a conference with the librarian.  ________________
                                                                         Librarian’s Signature

Continued on the back….
Presentation

A major requirement of the Friday Projects is that you must present your work to the class.  How will you present your finished project?  Choose from the following:

· Oral presentation (become a character, become an expert, etc.)

· Write a report

· Powerpoint presentation

· Write and illustrate a story

· Charts, graphs, diagrams or posters

· Model, Diarama

· Write and sing a song
· Create a mural

· Other _____________________________________________

What materials do you need for your project presentation, and where can you find them?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Progress Report
At the end of each month, you will formally report on your progress to your teacher.  Fill out the progress report form on the last Friday of the month.  (See attached form) 

[image: image2.wmf]Last Friday Report

________________________

Student Name            

Project Title:______________________________Date:___________

1. What progress are you making on your project?

· Things are going well.

· I’ve run into a few problems.

· I’m really stuck.

What’s going particularly well?  What problems have you encountered?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Are you following the plan on your Friday Project Proposal and your Planning Calendar?

· Yes, very closely.

· I’ve had to make some changes.

· The plan isn’t working!

Here’s what I need to change:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Now that you have worked on the project for a while, do you think you can finish it independently?

· I am sure I will finish.

· I’ll finish, but I may need some help.

· I’ll need lots of help to get this done!

I would like to have help with:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                     Continued on the back
4. Below is a list of problems students working on a project sometimes encounter.  Check each item that identifies an area where you might need help. (If you don’t think you need any help at all, check the last item.)
· I can’t find enough information about my topic.

· I don’t have enough time to work on the project.

· I’m having trouble making myself work on the project.

· This project is more difficult than I thought it would be.

· It isn’t possible to do some of the things I planned to do.

I need help to:

· Write a report

· Design a poster or other visual

· Decide what to say

· Organize my work

· Conduct research

· Decide when I’ve done enough

· I am doing quite well and I don’t need any help.

5. If you have other problems or questions, list them below.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Planning Calendar      

                  __________________________  

                        Student Name

· On a separate sheet of paper, outline the major steps of your project and tell what you plan to do to complete each part of the assignment.  

· When you’ve listed all the steps you can think of, number the steps to prioritize your tasks.  

· What is the first thing you will need to do?  

· What should you do next?
· Re-write the steps in the order you will do them.

· Knowing that you will have 30 minutes to work each Friday, fill out the planning calendar to show what you think you can accomplish each week.

	WEEK 1

Decide on topic

Fill out Friday Project Proposal



	WEEK 2



	WEEK 3



	WEEK 4



	WEEK 5



	WEEK 6



	WEEK 7



	WEEK 8




Create Your Grading Rubric

                                             ___________________

                                                   Student Name                                  
	My Topic Is:

	Criteria
	Points Possible
	Self Score
	Peer Score
	Teacher Score

	Finding Information 

(0 points for incomplete answer)
Circle below the criteria you will use:
	0 or 1
each
	0 or 1

each
	0 or 1

each
	0 or 1

each

	The number of questions answered
	0 or 1X1
	
	
	

	The difficulty of the questions 
	0 or 1X2
	
	
	

	The amount of information given
	0 or 1X2
	
	
	

	(List the questions you have answered)

	1.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	
	

	Use of Resources

Circle below the criteria you will use:

	The number of resources used

Multiply each resource x1
	X1
	
	
	

	The variety of resources used

Multiply each different type x2
	X2
	
	
	

	(List your resources)

	1.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	
	

	Conference with Librarian
	
	
	
	

	Presentation
	0 to 5 each
	0 to 5 each
	0 to 5 each
	0 to 5 each

	Information was supported by research and resources.
	
	
	
	

	Presentation was creative.
	
	
	
	

	Information was presented in a clear and understandable way.
	
	
	
	

	Presenter was able to answer questions on this topic.
	
	
	
	

	Project was completed with care and quality.
	
	
	
	


